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The following is the text of a statement made by Secretary of Defense 
Robert S. McNamara at a news conference at 9:00 a. m. , Wednesday, 
August 5, 1964: 

M As you know on August 2 and again on August 4, North Vietnamese 
surface vessels attacked U. S. destroyers operating on routine patrol 
in international waters in the Gulf of Tonkin. In retaliation for this 
unprovoked aggression on the high seas, our forces have struck the 
bases used by North Vietnamese naval craft. 

"During the night.. 64 attack sorties were launched from the aircraft 
carriers TICONDFROGA and CONSTELLATION against 4 North Viet- 
namese patrol boat bases and an oil storage depot supporting these bases. 

"The oil storage depot containing 14 tanks and representing 10% of 
the petroleum storage capacity of the country was 90% destroyed. Smoke 
was observed rising to 14, 000 feet. 

"In addition to damage to the bases and to their support facilities, 
approximately 25 patrol boats were damaged or destroyed. 

"Two of our aircraft were lost and two were damaged; all others 
have been recovered safely. 

"The destroyers MADDOX and C. TURNER JOY are continuing 
their patrol in international waters in the Gulf of Tonkin. 

"Last night I stated moves were underway to reinforce our forces 
in the Pacific area. These moves include: 

a. Transfer of an attack carrier group from the First Fleet 
to the Western Pacific. 

b. Movement of interceptor and fighter bomber aircraft 
into South Vietnam. 
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c . Movement of fighter bomber aircraft into Thailand. 

d. Transfer of interceptor and fighter bomber squadrons 
from the U. S. to advance bases in the Pacific. 

e. Movement of an anti-submarine task force into the 
South China Sea. 

f. The alerting and readying for movement of selected Army 
and Marine forces. " 
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